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GRAPHIC STORY

OF VERA CRUZ

Capture of Mexican City After
Two Days' Fight Presents

Vivid Picture.

PON r.flr
the barracks. When the city prison,
which faces the main plasm, was cap-
tured, Lieutenant-Command- Buchan-
an of the Florida made an inspection
tour through It. There was great sur-
prise among the Mexicans who bad
gathered there that the prisoners
were not released. They had beta
accustomed to seeing the victor al-

ways release prisoners and then im-

press them all Into his army.
Chief of Police Captured.

Chief of Police Antonio Villa Vln-cenc- lo

was taken prisoner by the
Americans shortly after they had oc-

cupied the main plaza of the city. It
was suggested to htm that be con-

tinue In his official capacity to direct
the city's protective system. He took
the question under advisement. Had
the frightened mayor made up hla
mind to accede to Admiral Fletcher's
suggestion, which was made through
Consul Canada, the Mexican might
have been spared the humiliation of
being forced from their positions and
undoubtedly a number of Uvea would
not have been sacrificed.

When Admiral Fletcher directed
that battalions of bluejackets and mar
lines be landed from Rear Admiral
Badger's ships before dawn and be
drawn up in the plaza before the rail-
road station, thence to proceed to
take the entire town, he acted only
after warning and after 16 sheila
from the Prairie's three-Inc- h guns had
been thrown into the steel framework
of the new market, which faces Mar-

ket place. A persistent but scattered
fire came from rifles In the market
during all the early hours of the morn-
ing, and Admiral Badger's men land-
ed to the accompaniment of rifle bul-

lets over their heads.
Uniforms Dyed With Rust.

When the rush started Admiral Bad-

ger's bluejackets, clad in orange col HUERTA ACCEPTS MEDIATION
OFFER; WILSON IS GRATIFIED

and unionWashington. Huerta has consented
to mediate the crisis with the I'nlted
States government. This statement
was made at the Spanish embassy,
w hich has been Jeslgmitd by Huerta
to represent hinrat Washington.

Senor lUauo, Spanish ambassador,
says that his advices were not official.
but that he had received word from

which have a!wava sur-

rounded the relations of tle govern- -

;ments and the people of America, we.
the plenipotentiaries of Hragil, Araen- -

turn and Chile, duly authorised bore- -
' to. have the honor to tender your ea- -

celtency's government our sood of.
flees for the peaceful and friendly
settlement of the conflict between tbe
I'nlted Ststes and Mexico.

"This offer puts in due form tbe
ugKitUm which we have bad occa-

sion to offer heretofore on this sub-
ject to the secretary, to hom re-
new the aur!ice- - of our highest and
most distinguished ctmslderstton.

(Slgnedl I Iu (Jams. IL 3 Noes,
Kduardo Snares Mtijies '

War Preparations PusKed.
War reparations were ju lively

punned In ahing!n, as the pre

the City of Mexico that Huerta had The United Slate government
ipted from Argentina, Brazil and

It Is expected the official communl- - rhile a formal offer to act a inter-catio- n

from Huerta will be received media riee in the present situation,
at the Spanish embassy to be deliver- - reservedly pointed out that an
ed to the diplomatic representatives ;" t of aggression by military forces
in Washington of Argentina, Chile or hostile demonstrations toward
and Brazil. Americans might upset hopes of lm-

This means lhat all hostilities be-- mediate ieare.
tween the Cniled States and Huerta 'I be Brazilian ambassador and the
will cease, at least pending the media-- ; Argentine and Chilean nun inters, upon
tion proceedings. .receiving Information that their offer

vailing belief III nffliiai circles is that ie!ay ami ! Metiro My. Thosa
C.eu HuertA will surely reject the eiigrrirtl tbeft'n it . the

of mediation by the thre South ! I' that the roomitui cr,aut a
American republics. Neither Huerta renewed tfcelr ansult ca Taaspico con-no- r

Carrattt bss replid to the u ' 'I"1 'l21 Mef.

distlon offer. ' The White Woj and ute depart--

Arrangements werw made by tbr meat reftw to diwti Use matter Kui

Ar department for the niwbiUaaUou !',l'y Hrjso aad lxo- -

uf the tnilltia. ' lels have issued seral lismct ut- -
U orders of Huerta, according to eots pisfsltig Carrai.ia. Villa and

a report. J2S Americans were dragged 'o' ad lnllU.r there t no

HUCRTA'a IIRP-- TO OECtARB
WAR PREVENTS US TAKING

V

AGGRESSIVE STEPS.

NACTIVITY IS DISAPPOINTING

Authorities Are Urged by Leaders ta
Take Definite Stand, but So Far

All Knowledge Is With-

held From PubMc.

Washington. X). C Huerta la
preventing the I'nlted States from
stastlng an aggressive campaign la
Mexico. I'resideut Wilson and all of
bis advisers were confident that hla
banding ot passports to O Sbaughnes-a- y

would be lollowed by a formal dec-
laration of war. This would then have
permitted the United States to have
accepted the defl and rusbed Its troops.
Into the Interior from Vera Crux.

Huerta. instead, baa contented him- -

self with Issuing proclamations de-
nouncing the United Stales, talllna on

! al! classes of Mexicans to rally to the
I support of the government, but not
i Issuing Ibe document that would mesa
; a formal war As a result Ue admin-- 1

1st ration bus been unable to take any
'steps toard actual rtpnsal other

than the Isudlug of its tut u at Vera
Cruz.

The diplomatic situation over Met-- j

Ico Is causing unrest in Washington.
; Congressonal trailers are tir.portuoing
i the White House for an ar.nii!scrment

of a definite policy, but no word comes

1'" he president, lie and bt ad- -

wf hr definite plan, but
: ' knowledge o ' w tfcheld fnm
i ,h Pl"- - The Inevitable result of a
rnl'atn of silence has lvn the nr--

r'u,h of rumors b,h arc accepted
I Misuse they are tit denied.

Thw l euseue In cot.gr,M hl a
mtf trPk ,n, ln trtUoiixn t Sec--
reiary urjen and the prr,deu at any

j moment.
i Congressional leaders gmerali) e

that the president and lirvan
bate been in negotiant-- , with Car-ranz- a

They .sy they are ured tht
the prfllrnt sent word to lleo Villa
tbl lti Vera Crus In ti.r band i

; the I'nlted Heat force ther was
now no n mby ,ttt nutitutloa-!U- t

furte no kl Tn.no should
Tot puh directly swoUkaafd lthot)t

chance that they will Julo bands with.
Huerta

Says Wiisen M s.fcmd.
Chicago, HI President wilncu bas

! Incorrect Information re

Army Wireless ter Meslee.
York. A powerfv,; wireless

J1"01 - M to be the tars-sa- t ever coa--

i,"","J ? l"
ISeld- - u l"fked and rvaij for h p- -

m,"', ' Hedloe's Island Orders are.

!' from Washington to forward
,hf oum io Vm' Crn- -

Sentenced as Husband ef 2.
Qumcy, il.-J- . William Toilc. a for-

mer Qulury rtd nt. w married
Mis Grace Pro!, daughter of a
wealthy yuiney reeider,!, hR teeo '- -

trnctd ,rom t ov "f " b
&uu" tniteutiary at S ou Falls for
,1n,lf- -

H.IM.000 Fire m Battftre.
Itattimorc, Md Fire rtetrvyed tbe

plants of the 'Atlantic FertiiUer
rotnpany and the t'n:td S'cies Fer
tilizer company at Curtis I'ay , a
urb. The loss Is estimated Jt tIJJivW
n0, covered by Insurance

EyeMds Grafted en C M.

Italtlmore. Md. An optr.-.tu- thai.
Is uiil'iue In tbe ashals surgery- -

was performed here at tbe Preshrte- -
r'B r--r n' Throat hospital.
whea three pieces of skin were tskete
from the arm of Miss Uuth T:goe aauV
grafted as lids for her iett eye.

Measure to Regulate Di-r- s.

Wsshlngton The house interstate,
commerce committee reported a gen-

eral bill amending tbe dam laws with
a view to encouraging private capital
for power generation purposes.

Warns) In Jail Tries ta CHeks Self.
Qulncy. 111. Despondent Ursine or

alleged abase by her hutband. Mrs.
Peadl Btravlaskl tried to cfcoks her--'
self In the cell of the city jail. She.
made a noose of her underskirt and.
Jerked It tight with her kueaa.

Many Americans- - E spec ted. .

Christiana, Norway. Thousands of
Americas visitors are expected I

Ckrttlana this summer to witness the
celebration of the centennial of tho
la dependsacs ot Norway Trooa

VALOR OF OUR BLUEJACKETS

Warship Shelled Buildings In Which
Mexican "Snipers" Had Taken Re-

fugeNatives Surprised al Cour-

tesy of American Troops.

Yera Cruz, Mexico, April 24.
(Twelve Americans were killed and
thirty wounded before the city of
Vera Cruz came Into the undisputed
possession of the American Invading
forces after a two-da- y fight Although
the Mexicans suffered more severely,
the number of their casualties has not
been ascertained. The best estimates
obtained by Capt. William R. Rush
of the battleship Florida indicated
that In the engagements of Tuesday
and Wednesday their dead numbered
about one hundred and fifty. No per-
son knows how many Mexicans fell
wounded, as many of them were taken
away and hidden by friends.

In the streets about the plaza
'Wednesday afternoon lay fifteen or
twenty bodies, a majority of them

in citizen's clothing. Some of
the men evidently had been dead since
the engagement Tuesday and the
tropical heat made their immediate
disposal imperative. One of the first
orders given after the town had been
captured was to bury the Mexican
dead in a trench at the sea end of
one of the streets leading from the
plaza.

Scores Are Taken Prisoners.
When the city was taken the order

was given to advance carefully and
search every building for men bearing
arms. Scores of prisoners were taken,
the majority of them protesting vol-

ubly many hysterically that they
were not guilty of any unfriendliness
toward the' Americans. AccuBtomed
as the Mexicans are to seeing their
own contending forces shoot Imme-
diately all prisoners taken, the cap-

tured men could not but believe that
they would receive no less drastic
treatment at the hands of the Ameri-
cans. The guns found in houses were
thrown by the marines and blue-Jacket- s

from the upper balconies to
the pavement below.

The most spirited action was the
taking of the naval academy. Aside
from that fight, no definite, organized
opposition was encountered by the
Americans. A hot fire was poured
from the nav.il college, but a few
well directed shots from the cruisers
Chester. San Francisco and Prairie
tore gaping holes in the stone wolls
end silenced the rifle fire of the Mex-

icans insiie. The bluejackets then
were enaed to proceed with the task
they bad in hand.

Escape From Fight Cut Cf.
Despite the Bhelling it had receive:

Tuesday, a squad of soldiers continued
to give considerable trouble to the
Americans from the battered Benito
Juarez tower. After they had been
silenced and removed from the tower
It was discovered that the soldiers
had continued fighting for lack of
ability to do anything else. The shells
from the warships Tuesday had torn
away the stairway in the tower and
pie men had been compelled to remain
In It.

Appeal From Aged Mexican.
Coincident with the orders for the

general advance of the Americans an
aged, white-haire- d Mexican, carrying
the white flag of truce, came down a
etreet from the center of the city.
He carried a letter to the chief of po-

lice, the only authority he hoped to
reach, and desired Consul Granada to
read It. It was an urgent appeal to
the chief of police to call off tho
nlpers and prevent the bombardment

he believed would follow if they con
tinned their execution.

Even before the messenger had
climbed the stairs into the consul's
office Capt. Rush was informed of the
contents of the note he bore and Im-

mediately sounded "cease firing" and
"halt" But it was too late. The
action had been begun all along the
Mne and It was not considered wise
to attempt further measures to Btop
It. The commanders ordered their
men ferward at double quick, which
they carried out with a vigor that
afterward gave them the city.

Evidences of War.
sidewalks, broken

windows and bullet-scarre- d walls gave
the plaza a grewsome aspect. Within
the Dtllgencia hotel there were forty
Americans, most of them women, who
had been there since the commence-
ment of hostilities. When the square
raa taken they were Immediately no-

tified that they might go on the Span-la- b

cruiser Carlos V. outside the
breakwater In order to give the Prairie
roots to Ore her guns. The Spanish
commander refused, saying that be
axed not maneuver bis boat In so

small a spare at night, tie also de-

clared that he needed to take on a
supply of fresh water. Admiral
Fletcher Insisted yesterday that hla
ordr be carded out. and the Carlos
V. moved outside Just before the

on the center of the city began.
At 16 OS Wednesday morning the

Americana were in undisputed pos-

session of alt the city except the
out west quarter. Is which the bar-

racks are situ ted. and a few outlying
stxstricts. At coos they bad taken

ored clothing, made for them on the
trip down by dyeing white uniforms
with iron rust, moved la close column
formation up the water front, past
the market and across the front of the
naval college, a long, three story struc-
ture built of adobe and having a tile
roof. The column moved steadily for-

ward until the first company had
passed beyond the college and the re-

mainder were covering the whole front
close against the wall.

Suddenly a spatter of rifle firing
broke out flashes from the rifles
wore plainly visible in the upper win-dow- n

of the college and along the
roofs. The jarkles stood their ground
plurkily. Some of them huddled close
to the wall to avoid the rain of steel- -

jacketed bullets from above, while oth-
ers dashed across a small open space
directly in front of the building. These
bluejackets dropped on their stomachs
and lifted their rifles high to get a
range on the windows above. Finally
the American officers hustled their
men either forward or backward un-

til they were la the shelter of nearby
buildings.

Men In Front Undaunted.
The jackies in front held their

places, however, and the Prairie sent
Bhell after shell from her three-inc- h

battery into the windows of the col-

lege; huge columns of red dust leaped
upwrd as each shot weat home. The
Chester also joined In, and wtth a
roar her six-inc- shells Uife great gaps
in the roof of the college. Far to the
right of the harbor the mine ship Saa

guns, and, taking the front of the col-

lege, shot out window after window,
planting the shells with the precision
of target practise.

After 16 minutes of firing the Prai-
rie and the San Francisco ceased and
the column of jackies formed again
and pushed ahead, deploying around
the front of the college. A few shots
were directed at them, but none came
from the college. The Chester contin-
ued burling shells Into any building In
which snipers lurked and also far out
Into the suburbs.

The jackies went ahead without fal-

tering, spreading out through the wa-

terfront sections, seizing the high-

est bulidings and organizing squads of
guards at street intersections.

The fire along the front gradually
slackened and then died out, but tbe
Chester sent a few shots into the
hills before ceasing. The Hancock,
with TOO marines on board, and tbe
'battleship Michigan arrived too late
to participate in the fighting.

Wounded and prlsoners.wcre taken
aboard the Prairie until the arrival ot
the Solace, about noon.

Vera Cruz Thoroughly Cowed.
Conditions in Vera Cruz began to

take on a normal aspect Thursday.
Some of the restaurants were opened
and a considerable part of the native

frum a train while Beic Metlco City
'and turned loose at tbe mercy of
mobs and infunaWd Mexican

Huerta consented to permit the Sv4
Ami-tfca- be d held In the City of
Alejleo as hostages to depart for Vera
Crua. Sir Cecil Spring Rice, Ihc Writ- - situation in Meilco,
ish ambassador In Washington, made arcxrdlu to lllewett I, general so-th- ia

poitil through the liritlsb em- - H'eHor of tbe Illinois Central railway,
bfttsy In Mexico City j iB n address al tbe aanwl dinner of

Fears are entertalaed that id Awer- - s,h '"'' elub of t kUago
!i a ft ft tnnsf r thnm m,,i, wl .hil. I '

l Mexican capital and the free exodus
Mexicans from Vera Crux.

WILSON ACCEPTS PEACE PLAN
OF SOUTH AMERICAN ENVOYS,
Washington. -P- an-Aim rl sil dlplo -

n ;uv made its first attempt to solve
the Mexican crisis br peaceful uego- -

tuitions.

of Rood offices had been accepted by
'.he I'nlted Slates, conferred to dts
cuss what their next step la the me-
diation would be.

The text of the offer made by the
Urazllian ambassador and the minis-
ters from Argentina and Chile and the
reply of the American government,
iransmitted by Secretary ltrysn In
person to tbe three diplomats, is as
follows:

Wilson's Reply to Offer.
"The government of the ('tilted

States Is deeply sensible of the friend
liness, the good feeling, and tbe gen
trors concern for the peace and wel
fare of America manifested in the
joint note just received from your
excellency tendering the good offices
of your government of the present dif
ficulty between the government of the
Cblted States and those who now
claim to represent our sister Republic
of Mexico. Conscious of the purpose i

with which the proffer is made, this
government does not feel at liberty i

to decline It
"Its own chief Interest is in the

peace of America, the cordial Inter
course of her republic and their peo-

ple, and the happiness and prosperity
which can spring out of frank mutual
understandings, and the friendship
which la created by common purposes.
The generous offer of your govern1
ments is therefore accepted.

"This government hopes most earn-
estly that you may find those who
tpeak for the several elements of the
Mexican people willing and ready to
discuss terms of satisfactory and,
therefore, permanent settlement.
Conditions Attached to Acceptance.

If you find them willing, this
erument will he glad to take up with
you for discussion In the frankest and
most conciliatory spirit any pro;tosals
that may be authoritatively formu.
lated. and will hope that they may I

prove feasible and prophetic of a uw !

day of mutual and con-- f

fidence In America.
This government feels bound In

csndor to say that Its diplomatic
1st Ions with Mexico being for the
present severed, it Is not at all possi- -

bio for It to make sure of an uninter-- '
nipted opportunity to carry out the!
plan of intermediation which you pro--j

pose. It is. of course,' possible that .

some act of aggression on tbe part
of those who control tbe military .

forces of Mexico might oblige the

dren, refugees from Ague Calient,
have been masaerrd by Mexleau
mobs or soldiers. They were dragged
irorn a train wnite on their war to
Vera Crut. mobs demanded their Uvea
and priests were summoned to hear !

confessions, wiu-- soldiers Intervened
and thrust them into prison 1u the ;

smelter at Ague l silente
News of their plight was carried to

Vera Crut by one man who est aped
Mr Canada, tbe American consul at
Vera Cruz, Is doing his utmost to have
lueir uvea suarea. .

BrltlsH and German was vessels
took on board several hundred Aider- -

lean refuse at Tampico and carried ,

them to Vera Orua, whence they will
'

be trans ahonned to Galveston .4
The tender Dixie, laden w 1th hun

of refugees, arrived at Onlvrs

So far 'as can be learned, no word
bas yet been received from Carrania,
but there is no doubt in Washington
that he will be forced now, through
public sentiment in Mexico, to become
a party to the mediation.

If Huerta finally accepts the condi-
tions imposed by President Wilson
and consents to his own elimination

j and the establishment of a eonstitu
tional government, he will be rev era
jg himself on his previous defiant
stand toward these demands. On oev
eral occasions he has flatly refused
to consider any such proposals.

In the present emergency, however.
Huerta will find himself under tre-
mendous pressure, not only from the
European lowers, but from practically
all of the Latin-America- n countries

Administration Officials Gratified.
The interests of the Huerta govern-

ment In the I'nlted States were taken
over by the Spanish embassy when
Charge A gar a asked for his passports
and left Washington for Canada.

Ambassador Rlano received the i.f-- ,

for of good offices from the three j

peace envoys after the offer had be. n
accepted on the part of the ftiited
States by rres.dent Wilson. It ns
cabled at once to the Spatiish minis' er
at Mexico City and by him presented
to President Huerta.

When the formal acceptance form
Mexico City Is In hand the Sou:h
American diplomats will be ready to
proceed with their plan, tio Intimation
of the nature of which as yet lias
been given.

It has been generally understood
here, however, that th peace envoys
expect to dead directly with the situ-
ation created by the resentment l,y
the United States government agaiiist
the Tampico incident and other of-

fenses against its honor and dign:tv.

the freat South American republics
listened to by Gen Huerta. t'ntil ti e
nature of tbeir plan is known no of-

ficer of tbe administration will have
comment to make.

Hope for peace, yet no slackening;
In preparations for war, was the spuit
of the day's developments In the Mex-

ican crisis.
Iresident Wilson, hopeful though

not confident that war may be avert-
ed through the efforts of Argentina,
Brazil and Chile, conferred with Sec- -

retary Garrison, approving orders fori
the joint jurisdiction of tbe army and
navy over Vera Cms and vicinity
when Brig. Gen. Funston, who will be
In command there, and his troops ar-

rive to Admiral Fletcher's
forces of marines and bluejackets.

Venslon over tbe oo phase of the
situation which may at any moment
upset peace plans was partly re-
lieved by an announcement of Secre-
tary Bryan that, through the British
embassy here, the Hoerta officials and
Admiral Fletcher had arranged for tbs
aafs departure of Americans from tbs

big

population began to appear In tha , hoping to bring about a peaceful
Inspecting the damage done, tlement.

There were no expressions of good Administration officials here ap-wi-

for the Americana, but there was j reared to be much gratified at the
no apparent antagoniatn. The Mexl- - prospect of having the proposals of

Montevideo Studenta Riot.
Buenos Ayres.: There was another

big n demonstration al
Montevedio. Uruguay, by students and
others. Twenty of the rioters were
injured and many others were bruised
in an attempt to break through the

whkb President Joe Hauler l

Ordonez bad ordered around the
American legation wben the rioting
began.

'
Federals Raid Ceshuila Ranch.

Washington. An American who baa
just arrived at Fjigle Pass . Tex. from
Musqulz. a town in CoahulL about 2

miles from Eagle Pasa, reports that

land U.Q00 cattle.

New Vark Receives Confirmation.
New York. Private telegrams re--

ceived hers from Vera Crus said that
that city was still completely rut off
from telegraphic communication with
Mexico City.

Capture of Menterey.

United States to act to the upsetting the Mexican federals hare taken from
of tha hopes of Immediate peace. butRoaedia ranch 250 horses, ISO mules

cans here seem thoroughly cowed and
appear to accept with passlveness the
presence of the foreign forces.

SENATORS OFFER TO ENLIST

Fall, New Mexico, snd Sheppard,
Texaa, Tender Services.

Washington. Senators Fall of New
Mexico and Sheppard of Tetaa have
written the president offering their
services In tbe operations against
Mexico. Senator Weeks of Massachu-
setts already had volunteered.

Senator Fall wrote that he was
ready to resign from ths senste and
go to tbe front. -

Senator Williams of Mississippi, who
mads a speech ta tbe senate Tuesday
opposing war with Mexico, hnd writ-

ten to tbe president asking that hla
son, Robert Webb Willisms, ka ap-
pointed a second lieutenant la tha
volunteer service.

All offers bars been sent to tha war
department

this does not justify us In hesitating
to accept your generous suggestion.
We shall hopeafor the best results
within a brief time, enough to relieve
our anxiety lest most '

hostile demonstrations should Inter
rapt negotiations and disappoint our
hopes of peace."

Text ef tha Offer Mads.
Mr. Secretary of guts:

"With ths purpose of subserving Washington. Ths federal streng-
ths Interest of peaea and civilization-hol- of Monterey at last has been cap
la oar continent, and with tha earnest; lured by the consUtutlonslUfs. accord-desir- e

to prevent an farther blood- - Ins to a report frjm the Americas can
ihe4 to the ereiudlc of the cordiality sol at Nea o Laredo.


